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Anti-trust Laws
In my opinion, the Federal should enforce anti-trust laws to prevent monopolies from dominating the economy. More corporate firms are unfairly amalgamating to garner much power in the US economy that can allow them to dictate the market prices. If unreasonable mergers are un-mitigated, the country might be risking an economic crisis where substandard products will flood the market at unreasonably high prices (Ohanian, 2010). Also, the increasing monopolies might create barriers and thus eliminating new entrants in the company. For this reason, I believe anti-trust laws should be enforced to regulate the monopolies to protect consumers' interests.
The importance of anti-trust laws is that they ban corporate firms from involving themselves in unfair actions aimed at developing monopolies. Specifically, they prohibit actions that consumers deem as misleading trade practices and have the aim of helping merging firms to outperform the competition in the economy. It is noteworthy that anti-trust laws do not restrain any business from claiming a larger share of the market through fair practices (Shastitko, 2017). For instance, if any firm issued for violation of anti-trust laws, the courts apply the rule of reason to determine if it is true that the monopolistic venture in question has incorporated unfair tactics in the merging process.
Acquisitions and mergers have a negative effect on employees and a positive effect on wages. Amalgamations make financial sense to the merging companies; however, employees find themselves in a dilemma on their roles in the new corporate organization (Shastitko, 2017). This is because merging will reduce the number of employment positions and therefore, the retrenchment of workers becomes inevitable. Conversely, after workforce reduction, the remaining employees tend to experience wages increment (Ohanian, 2010). The idea of reducing employment and increasing wages to some workers will minimize the equal distribution of income, hence leading to unbalanced income distribution. Therefore, allowing monopolies to dominate the American economy will lead to closing so many employment opportunities.
The effect of monopolies on innovation is that they drastically reduce them. Usually, in a competitive market structure, the production is very high, and firms tend to manufacture high-end products to attract customers. On the contrary, where monopolies dominate a market, production is deficient, a factor that provides corporate firms with much power to dictate high prices of the products in the market (Rosenfeld, 2015). Also, the tremendous financial muscles of the monopolistic firms inhibit new entrants hence reducing new innovation. As a result, much of the innovation is done by the corporate firms, although it is not as robust as in a competitive market structure. Therefore, monopolizing the market will reduce competition and consequently result in reduced innovations in America. 
While the 2008 great recession is attributed to the subprime mortgages, low production, resulting from monopolistic ventures, had a significant contribution to the crisis. When manufacturing of products slows, the chances of an economic crisis are very high. For instance, in the US, durable products manufacturing was considerably decreasing in 2006, and what followed after two years is a severe economic crisis (Ohanian, 2010). To protect the economy, lawmakers have to intensify efforts in enforcing anti-trust laws that ban merging businesses for unreasonable actions such as group boycotts and price-fixing. However, it is worth to mention that not all monopolistic ventures either through acquisitions or mergers have an aim of undermining consumers' interests. Therefore, lawmakers should enforce antitrust laws to regulate corporations' practices to ensure that consumers' interests are protected.
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